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arising therefrom. Upon a reference to your plan, as recorded on your
proceedings of the zist December, we are sensible that considered in a
local point of view it embraces objects well worthy of attention, and that
the furnishing the Mocha market with an annual supply of Bengal goods
will, by being attended with beneficial advantages to the manufacturers,
have its consequent influence on the revenues. But as ultimately the
Company will be considerable losers upon the sales of the coffee in
England, and as, from the present unfavourable state of the trade in
Mocha coffee owing to the high rate of its first cost and the heavy rates
thereon, the quantity we have already received from Bombay, viz., 2111
bales together with what we may further expect by the Lord Camden
is equal to the probable demand for a great number of years to come,
you will therefore desist from sending any more of our chartered ships
to Mocha for the purpose of a provision of coffee or of taking any other
measures whatsoever for providing of that article for Europe, until you
shall receive our further directions thereon. But we do not mean to
preclude you from carrying on any trade to Mocha or any other place
in that neighbourhood, provided you have reasonable grounds of belief
that it will prove advantageous to the Company, and that such trade is
not carried on in the chartered ships of the Company.
57.    Though we think you were justified, under all circumstances,
in sending home the Surprize yet we must embrace this opportunity of
signifying to you that in time of peace we expect that you do not put
us   to   such   great   expense   unless the  case is momentous and   of  great
importance to the interests of the Company.
58.    Although   the Surprize  is  freighted  this voyage  cheaper  than
when she was before sent to England yet we consider the expense as
very great, especially as the Company are precluded from sending either
goods or passengers without the consent of the owners;  and the terms
in general are so unfavorable to the Company that we cannot suppose
any law officer belonging to them at your Presidency was consulted in
drawing up the charter party, which   is  worded   in   a  vague, loose and
indefinite manner.
59.    We   have   determined   to   return the Surprize immediately to
Bengal, and having conferred with  Mr.  David Mitchell,  agent  to  the
owner of that vessel, respecting the length of her passage from Bengal
and the time of landing the packet in Great Britain in order to deter-
mine precisely the amount   of   the freight   to   Europe, he produced a
certificate  of  Edward   Shouldham, pilot,   that   he   quitted the Surprize
packet on the i6th December 1784, and an affidavit made by Mr. Charles
White that he arrived at Holyhead with the Surprize's packets on the
i4th April last at midnight, and delivered them at the East India House
on the i7th of the same month about * o'clock in the afternoon.
60.    Having no other proof of the time when the Surprize left the
pilot, nor of the day on which the packer was landed in Great Britain*
besides the above certificate and affidavit, the authenticity of which we